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Herald Tribune reporier Tom HWolfe first met Hugh Troy when
" he interviewed him in Washington in 1961. He saw Troy many.
times afler that and, like all the man’s friends, always marveled
qurly preentive mind. Troy's death I ednesday in T
the most fabulous—and profo
B ry i American history. Th

olfeg -
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Hugh Trov wasb a huge

s boo
“p. child could
of arty ci¥
saying something
wgen Hugh Tray tru
to get sotnething
t, he invariably chi
t _devious and
. of expression
p: the practical jo

H. Allen Smith dev

erftire chapter to Troy
.book “The Gompleat P
Joker” and entitles it
at Work” Troy's p

- jokes were, in. fact, a

oy

“him i],p inspirations, pragyl
ly vifions, and at theiy Best
they were socidl satir€ bt a
(rather high order. 77
“One thing people never
‘understand,” Troy once_iold
‘me, “is that you can't just
‘sit down and say, well, now,
I'm going to think up a very
funny practidal joke. These
kind always fall flat. It has
to just come to you out of
some situation. Yoi're think-
ing about something and

~saddenly this idea just fo_rms»

in your mind.”

They welled up in Troy's
mind right up to the end of
his life. In 1952, for exa
Troy, like a lot of
was getting fed up wi
was then America’
fag, ghost writing. ,@
University in Washington
had gone so far as fo gbtab-
‘fish a eourse in it. Dignitaries
no longer ewen thought of
writing their own speeches.
The new president of a lead-
ing university had been
“eaught delivering an inaugu-
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bubbled Up 1

ral} address lifted—Dby his

lazy ghost writer—from an _
educational -
jouggpal - by another univer-
-sity president. . :

article in an

One ‘pight it just came to

" Troy: . Ghost _Artists, | Inc.

He placed an ad in_ the

, Washington. Post & Times

Herald of Feb. 5, 1952: “Too
busy to paint? "Have the
talent but not the time? Call
on The Ghost Artists, 1426
33d St. N. W. X. Phone
MIchigan 2574. We Paint
It—You Sign It! Any Style!
Impressionist, Meodern, Cub-
ist, Primitive (Grandma
Moses), Abstract, Sculpture

. also, Why Not Give an

Exhibition?”

Immediately orders began
pouring in, which Troy turned
dgyn, saying the flrm was

) q‘g%f]mped with work. Then the

newspaper and wire service
reporters started calling up.
For s big man with such a
Pantagruelian - imagination,
“Troy had a quiet, ‘charming,
gentle, in "fact, rather g¥nteel

menner. In the mgsy Sincere

and confidentlal tohes he

told each reporter that he

would bresk dowii and tell
the whole story if
only please not usg
The next day the
going out all over t
try: of how this rifig

e, i pvern-
Flie alter lie

He told how he was having
labor troubles with his New
York outfit. It was hard to
find good cubists any more.
Also, several of his clients,
he saigd, had become famous
artists and the Ghost Artists

o Bt

)
P

¥

Artist Hugh Trby

sfor them were gettl frrit-

#able because they ha tp re-
ain anonymous. ER

% Inside of & week }%}s

j%noax was exposed. Then Tol-
owed all that he had been
waiting for, & roung of. edi-
torials that seized the 0&fa-

who had done the %alntmz .

sglon to. 'denounce the soft -

Amcrican underbell¥ of cor-
=yuption in which ghost writ-
_Inz had been born,

were forever
o write his auto-

A
plogragf¥-But he always re-

tused. T had the feeling that.

v, Hugh Troy never
‘explore Lhe core of
ings which inspired

Farre performances he
for the world.

Jter the war Troy all but
fe up art and writing to
rk for the Central Iniel-
Higence Agency. Yet even there
Troy could not give up Troy- °
ism. There, like everywhere .
else in American life, bureauc-

racy was hanging fat on the
branch, too ripe. . ‘

3

* 1n'Ehé 1940s, during the way,
Troy had achieved Army im-
mortality with the Daily Fiy-

Paper Reports. He was out

#4he Pacific on a hot island
nd like everybody else, get-

Ly o - HBE tired of the endless pa-

perwork. So Troy mimeo-
graphed forms for Dalily Fly-
pepEL Reports, on whichgvere
I TR Jaktailed ‘the nufnher
¢ trapped on each .
of flypaper in the mess ™
fils plus complete data con-"
erning the  wind velocity,

g £ W
IR Gy imity to EftChen and win-

dow openings of each strand.
He slipped the Flypaper Re-
‘ports in among sheaves of reg-
uletion. ones and sent them
to headquarters. Soon other

_.units of the command began
“th.catch hell for not send-

ing in ;theirs and the Daily
Flypaper Reports became
stangfyd procedure through-
out”the Pacific Theater.

" rPfoy took his CIA career
quite seriously, however, but
one day, he told me, sgme-
body in the CIA handed down
an order saying that any
CIA employee who had 2
conversation with any rep-
resentative of the news media

Continued
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“had to rvepert it in {ull in
writing, the next morning.
no ‘matter how unimportant
it might havp seemed. It got

* to be & bojer. Troy lived pext
door i g rpEWSpaper bub-
lisher Ji .- 'eorgr,pwn and
three or. four timag e week’
he wogit have fp Come ta

work s the marig and
start oﬁ writm,d‘#one of these
memos..
. So he start,ed writing
memos that read like this:
“7 p.m. Was having dinner
with my wife when inter-
rupted by low rap on f{ront
door. Investigated. Opened
door and at first saw no one.
Then lookem. and saw
Leroy, last € not avail-
able. & repregepjative of the:
Washington Post & Times
Herald. Conversation ran as.
follows: )

“ ‘Hello, Lerq’} how are
u&s‘r

CPYRGHTE {i}e ‘ “Troy, how
you?' kil ?Lﬂﬂ‘ )
“« “Fire;’ mdl what's the

bad nevB¥, V... .
“'Same old had news, Mr.
Troy, I's come Yot the money.’
“‘How much I owe you, .
Leroy?"
*“Two weeks, Mr. Troy.
“‘Here you are, Leroy.’
“ “Thank ydu, Mr. Troy.
“Cogyergatidhy terminated.
Subi ect - Teroy “'disappeared

Troy was convinced,
ys liked to believe,
; conversations with
Lero# Ware what finally got

He néVel would let that story
be published while he was
alive. But with his death,
people all over the world who
have known Hugh Troy will
be filling out the canon of
hir bizarre handiwork.
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